AMAZONAS-LORETO
PRINCIPAL ATTRACTIONS
PRIVATE SERVICES– IN SPANISH, ENGLISH OR OTHER LANGUAGES; SUBJECT TO AVAILABILITY

INTRODUCTION
Iquitos, the capital of Loreto, is the main port city on the Amazon
River and the largest city in the Peruvian jungle. Different
indigenous people groups like the Cocama, Huitoto, and Bora first
inhabited the area. Then came the Jesuit missionaries who
founded the city. At the end of the nineteenth century was when
Iquitos experienced its greatest economic glory due to the rubber
industry. The economic bonanza meant that luxurious buildings
like the art noveau Palace Hotel and the Iron House, designed by
the famous French architect Gustave Eiffel, were constructed
there.
In contrast to these buildings, you find the homes in the Belen
neighborhood that are constructed on top of rafts and pylons to
protect them from the flooding of the river. One of the best
attractions in Loreto is navigating on the rivers and lakes and
enjoying the beautiful beaches.
The Pacaya-Samiria National Reserve (2,080,000 hectares), the
largest reserve in Peru, is located 183 kilometers from the city and
is home to numerous plant and animal species, many of them in
danger of extinction like the charapa river turtle, the giant river
otter, the black caiman, and the river dolphin.

PORT AND VILLAGE OF BELEN
Located on the left bank of the Itaya River, southeast of Iquitos.
Morning visits are recommended.
Its origins date back to the beginning of the twentieth century,
and it is composed of homes built on top of balsa wood rafts that
float on the waters during the flood season. It is a traditional
regional style. With the passage of time and the increase in
population, the style has changed and more houses are built on a
fixed construction on top of wooden pillars, some of them of two
stories.
During the dry season, people use both floors, but during the
flood season, only the second floor is used; since the entire lower
zone of Belen remains under water, the population uses boats and
canoes for transport, which is why it is considered the “Venice of
Loreto”. Belen has two districts: the upper zone where the Belen
market and main warehouse are and the lower zone, an informal
port and lively commercial center for jungle goods. Today, there
are buildings of high quality materials.
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QUISTOCOCHA TOURIST CENTER
Visiting hours: Mon. – Sun. 8:00 A.M. – 5:00 P.M.
The center is located near Lake Quistococha. The complex covers
an area of 369 hectares of natural forest and also an artificial
beach where visitors can swim, sunbathe, and enjoy the white
sand and lovely landscape. You can row a boat on the lake and
hike in the nearby areas.

PUERTO ALMENDRA
12 km / 7 miles from the Iquitos Airport control booth (30 minutes
by car). Turn off 100 meters / 328 feet before Quistococha.
The El Huayo Arboretum and Botanical Garden is located there. It
is managed by the Puerto Almendra Center for Forestry Research
and Training. The center maintains parcels of representative tree
species of the Nanay River basin. You can walk the ecological
paths, hike, and visit the local farms.

BELLAVISTA NANAY PIER
North of Iquitos (10 minutes by motorcycle taxi) on the left bank of
the Nanay River.
From here, boats depart towards different destinations like the
Boras indigenous community of San Andres and the Padre Cocha
and Manacamiri farming communities, where tourist activities
related to the traditions of the villages are available. You can rent
a boat to ride on the Nanay River and to visit the nearby
communities.

NAUTA
115 km / 71 miles from Iquitos (by river). It is located on the left
bank of the Marañon River, seven miles from the confluence with
the Ucayali River.
Founded in 1830, it is one of the oldest population centers in the
Peruvian Amazon Rainforest. Due to its strategic location as a
linking point between the Marañon and Ucayali Rivers (to see the
two rivers unite is an extraordinary sight), it has gained
importance, and has become the main trade and communication
center. There are basic tourist services in Nauta.

AMAZON RIVER
The Amazon River springs up more than 5000 masl / 16.404 fasl in
the snowy mountain peak of Mismi in Arequipa and crosses
extensive amounts of tropical jungle in an approximate 4500 km /
2796 mile-route. It has more than 500 navigable tributaries, an
average depth of 50 meters / 164 feet, and a width that varies
from 4 to 6 km / 2 to 4 miles. A large part of its meandering has no
definite course; it has formed a complex of smaller rivers that
constitute a network of canals with numerous islands.
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It is the river with the largest water flow in the world and makes
up an enormous hydrographical network, unique for its size and
huge amount of water. The Spanish, Francisco de Orellana,
discovered the river in 1542. It is most accessible from the city of
Iquitos where the Amazon River Tourist Corridor is located, in a
huge animal and plant life biodiversity and where different types
of boating expeditions take place, including a visit to the source of
the Amazon River and a trip to the Pacaya-Samiria National
Reserve.
Some of the excursions even reach as far as the borders of
Colombia and Brazil. It is also possible to visit Boras, Yahuas, and
Witotos de Pucaurquillo indigenous communities as well as some
farming communities.
Nearby, there are tourist lodges to suit all tastes, from the most
comfortable (air conditioned rooms) to the most rustic. These
oases in the middle of the jungle represent a launching point for
hikes to seek out medicinal plants, visits to indigenous
communities, and bird-watching expeditions. Likewise, it is
possible to take a walk on the Canopy Walkway, a bridge
suspended over the tops of the trees, from where you can
appreciate the beauty of the Amazonian fauna.

PACAYA SAMIRIA NATIONAL RESERVE
183 km / 114 miles southwest of Iquitos. The shortest route is
Iquitos – Nauta by highway and then a trip on the river from
Nauta to the village, Comunidad of 20 de Febrero (15 hours by
boat or 4 hours by chartered boat). To be able to enter, you must
request permission from INRENA and pay the corresponding fees.
Comprising a large part of the provinces of Loreto, Requena,
Ucayali, and Alto Amazonas, it has an area of 2’080.000 hectares
making it the largest in the country and in South America. It is also
known as the most extensive area of protected floodable forest
(vareza) in the Amazon Rainforest. It is bordered by two large
rivers: the Marañon in the north and the Ucayali – Puinahua Canal
to the south.
Inside the reserve, there are three river basins: the Pacaya River
basin, the Samiria River basin, and the Yanayacu-Pucate River
basin. There are also numerous lakes, gorges, canals, and oxbows.
It has an annual monthly temperature between 20ºC (68ºF) and
33ºC (91ºF) and an annual rain fall of 2000 to 3000 millimeters,
which allows for its huge biodiversity: 527 bird species, 102
mammal species (among them the pink dolphin), 69 species of
reptiles, 58 species of amphibians, 269 fish species, and 1024
species of wild and cultivated plants. The reserve is a refuge for
different endangered species like the charapa turtle (Podocnemis
expansa), the spider monkey (Ateles sp.), the giant river otter
(Pteronura brasiliensis), the red macaw (Ara macao), cedar trees
(Cederla odorata), and others.
Furthermore, there are diverse protection and natural resource
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management projects like the one aimed at repopulating the
taricaya and the charapa river with turtles in the artificial beaches
of the reserve. It is truly amazing to watch the final stage of the
process, the freeing of the newborns into the rivers, gorges, and
lakes of the reserve. The level of involvment of the local
population is remarkable. On the edges of Pacaya-Samiria on the
banks of the Marañon and Ucayali Rivers, more than 42.000
people live grouped in ninety-four communities and another
50.000 inhabit the 109 villages in the buffer zone. Almost all of
them make a living from fishing, farming, or hunting and wild fruit
and greens picking.

ALLPAHUAYO–MISHANA NATIONAL RESERVE
The entrance is 26,5 km / 16 miles from Iquitos on the IquitosNauta highway (30 minutes by car). Leaving from the Bellavista
Nanay port, it takes 2 to 3 hours depending on the size of the
engine.
This reserve of barely 58.000 hectares protects the largest
concentration of white sand forests or “varillales” known in the
Peruvian Amazon Rainforest. Here live numerous one-of-a-kind
species of plants and animals. Protected here is also a specimen of
forests flooded by the black waters of the Nanay River, unique to
the Peruvian Amazon Rainforest.
This reserve contains an enormous and peculiar biological wealth
and numerous endemic plant and animal and restricted
distribution species stand out, many of them still without scientific
classification. Up to now, there have been more than 1780 plant
species, 522 butterfly species, 155 species of fish, 83 species of
amphibians, 120 reptile species, 476 bird species, and 145 species
of mammals registered; the most important ones among them are
the equatorial sakis (Pithecia aequatorialis) and the black titi
monkey (Callicebus lucifer). New plant and animal species are
continually being discovered. Among the birds, there are two
dozens noteworthy species living in the white sand forests,
unknown in Peru until just recently. In the last five years, four new
bird species have been described by scientists associated with
white sand forests. Three are ant eating species (Herpsilochmus
gentryi, Percnostola arenarum, and Myrmeciza castanea) and the
other eats flies and other insects (Zimmerius villarejoi). There is a
fifth one that now has a scientific description (Polioptila
clementsi). To these, we have to add another dozen bird species
that were unknown to Peru until recently like the beautiful
pompadour cotinga (Xipholena punicea) and the saffron-crested
tyrant-manakin (Neopelma chrysocephalum).

Fuente: Promperu. La información contenida en este documento es una enumeración de atractivos y
servicios a disposición del viajero en toda la región. Para su actualización, PromPerú se ha servido de
fuentes oficiales de información como: Instituto Nacional de Recursos Naturales (INRENA),Instituto
Nacional de Cultura (INC), Instituto Geográfico Nacional (IGN), Servicio Nacional de Meteorología e
Hidrología del Perú (SENAMHI) y la Dirección Regional de Comercio Exterior y Turismo.
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CRUCEROS
DELFIN AMAZON CRUISES
DELFIN I
PROGRAMA DE 03 NOCHES: DESDE EL LUNES A JUEVES
PROGRAMA DE 04 NOCHES: DESDE EL JUEVES A LUNES
PROGRAMA DE 03 NOCHES
SEPTIEMBRE: 09, 16, 30
OCTUBRE: 14, 21
NOVIEMBRE: 04, 11, 18, 25
DICIEMBRE: 9, 16

PROGRAMA DE 04 NOCHES
SEPTIEMBRE: 12
OCTUBRE: 3, 24, 31
NOVIEMBRE: 7, 14, 21
DICIEMBRE: 05, 19

DELFIN II
PROGRAMA DE 03 NOCHES: DESDE EL DOMINGO A MIERCOLES
PROGRAMA DE 04 NOCHES: DESDE EL MIERCOLES A DOMINGO

AQUA EXPEDITIONS
07 NOCHES – EXPEDICION AL AMAZONAS
03 NOCHES – DESCUBRIENDO EL AMAZONAS
04 NOCHES –EXPLORANDO EL AMAZONAS
PARA MAS INFORMACION SOBRE LOS CRUCEROS, TARFAS Y
DETALLES ENVIENOS UN EMAIL A:
experience@andean-tours.com
contacto@andean-tours.com
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