ITINERARIES – NATURE TRIPS

MANU
CUSCO / MANU /CUSCO
8 DAYS/ 7 NIGHTS
Manu National Park, located in southeastern Peru, is one of the largest parks in South America.
The area of the park encompasses parts of the Andean department of Cusco and the jungle
department of Madre de Dios. Manu protects over 2 million hectares (4.5 million acres) of
territory rich in flora and fauna species in a variety of habitats including high Andes, cloud
forests, and lowland tropical rain forests.
UNESCO officially recognizes this natural paradise as a world heritage site. In 1977 they
designated Manu National Park as a World Biosphere Reserve because it contains the best
existing example of biodiversity in protected areas of rain forest, as well as endemic areas of
cloud forest.
Humans have altered the majority of forests in the world; fortunately, Manu has remained
intact and untouched by civilization. Thus, we can observe a variety of animals in their natural
habitats, including: Giant Otters (Pteronura brasiliensis), Black Caiman (Melanosuchus Niger),
the majestic Jaguar (Panthera onca), the strange Spectacled Bear (Tremarctos ornatus), the
Tapir (Tapirus terrestris), the Ocelot (Felis pardalis), 13 species of primates, and an estimated
one thousand species of birds including seven species of Macaws (Ara sp.).
Manu also contains 10% of the world’s vascular plant species, including several species of figs
and palms, as well as countless species of medicinal plants that scientists are currently
cataloguing. A single hectare of forest in Manu can have up to 220 species of trees, while a
hectare of temperate forest in Europe or North America may only have 20 tree species. Manu
National Park may be the most biologically diverse and protected park on the planet.

INCLUDES
Own transportation
Own boat transportation (covered motor boats)
Specialized and bilingual guides
01 night in Orquideas de San Pedro lodge
02 nights in Erika Lodge, 01 night in Boca Manu Lodge
02 nights in Sajino Safari Campsite, 01 night in Yanayacu Lodge
Meals (vegetarian option is available)
First aid Kit, paperwork and payment for Park permits
Radio communication equipment in all lodges and campsites and as additional service we
offer safety box for values and storage for luggage in Cusco’s main office.
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ITINERARY
DAY 01:
We leave Cusco early in the morning in one of our vehicles. Approximately mid-morning we visit the
interesting tombs of Ninamarca, commonly known as “Chullpas”. We continue to Paucartambo, a
picturesque Spanish colonial town, and then to the Acjanacu pass, which marks the beginning of
the Cultural Zone of Manu Biosphere Reserve. Here, a thick cloak of clouds provides perpetual
humidity and makes an ideal habitat for epiphytic plants such as bromeliads. This varied and
fascinating world is home of the Cock of the Rock, Spectacled Bear, Orchids, Tree Ferns (one of the
oldest living plants), mosses and lichens. This cloud forest exists between 2,000 and 3,500 m.a.s.l.
and at least 50% of the plant species found here are endemic to this region. We have lunch in the
route .Overnight at our “Orquídeas de San Pedro Lodge”.
Day 02:
Today we wake up very early to observe the Cock of the Rock (Rupicola peruviana), Peru’s national
bird from a platform. The male birds are a vibrant reddish orange, and as many as several dozen
come together for an exhibition of a mating ritual dance in a place called Lek. The males display
their crest, showing off and posturing for the females. The females, fewer in number, watch to
select the most suitable males. After breakfast we continue in our vehicle (*1) down the narrow
road between waterfalls and canyons toward the town of Pilcopata (*2) and then to Atalaya Port
we have lunch then we board our covered, outboard motor boat and head down the Alto Madre
de Dios River for approximately 40 minutes toward our private reserve of “Erika” a comfortable /
rustic lodge owned also by Manu Adventures where we will hike through the interesting trail
system that this transitional area between high and low jungle offers. Overnight at the lodge.
*1 Free Option: Here in Pilcopata town we will make the final settings for a 1 ½ river rafting (class I
and II) trip down the Koshñipata River where we will have the opportunity for a dip and of course
enjoy the spectacular view of the Koñeq Canyon.
*2 Free Option: Canopy zip down: At Erika Lodge, our guests traverse from tree to tree and platform
to platform using pulleys on horizontal traverse cables zip lines), as they sail through the treetops of
the tropical rainforest canopy, and over the trails far below. Expert guides assist you in this exciting
journey through the different layers of the rain forests and explain what’s going on around you from
the time you leave the ground, until you rappel back down to the forest floor.
DAY 03:
Very early and after a ten minutes boat ride, we will arrive to a Parrot Lick “Collpa”, which is a wall
of clay in the riverbanks, where many species of parrots such as the blue headed parrot, the whiteeyed parakeet, the dusky-headed parrot the chestnut fronted macaw and others feed for mineral
and salt supplements to their diet of seeds and fruits. After registering in the official tourist logbook
at Limonal, the Park Rangers Headquarters and eating an early breakfast, we will continue travel up
the Manu River for 4 hours approximately into the pristine heart of the reserve; we will leave the
final traces of human habitation behind us. We arrive Salvador Lake, our base safari campsite
(screened dining room, toilets / showers, solar panel system for some electricity and with radio
communication available). Differences in wildlife abundance will be noted immediately we will
begin to sight macaws, herons, kingfishers and cormorants frequently and improve our chances of
encounters with capybaras, caimans, monkeys, and other wildlife, you will often see animals
sunning themselves on beaches, or foraging for food in the trees lining the riverbanks. This canoe
ride gives us the opportunity to observe the immensity of the rainforest. We arrive early in the
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afternoon and have lunch before setting off on a jungle trail although at this time of day mammals
and birds are not as active as in the early morning, we will concentrate on the forest itself and
discuss general rain forest ecology, return to the campsite.
DAY 04:
We rise early in the morning, as the forest is awakened by the Red Howler monkey (Aloatta
seniculus) declaring its territory. A morning walk before breakfast is a great way to catch wildlife in
the pursuit of food, as the temperature is very pleasant at this time of day. We explore Salvador
Lake by paddling quietly along on a catamaran, giving us the opportunity to observe unique species
of birds, monkeys, caimans and with luck the Giant Otter (Pteronura brasiliensis). This endangered
species can be seen swimming, fishing, eating and playing.
After 20 minutes walk from the river to the lake takes you through a nice terra firme forest. The
epigone trail around the lake has a good selection of bird species where we should be looking for
the range-restricted black-faced Cotinga. Overnight in the safari campsite.
DAY 05:
Today, we cross the river to walk a trail to another oxbow lake called Otorongo. This forest, which is
estimated to be 200 to 300 years old and includes truly huge Ceiba trees and Strangler figs, and it, is
home to several mammals that are occasionally encountered: Saddleback tamarins, Squirrel, Spider
and Brown Capuchin Monkeys, the Collared and the white lipped peccaries. At the lake a
strategically located observation tower rises 15 meters above the lake and the jungle floor, from
the top you not only get spectacular view of the lake and the surrounding forest but also excellent
opportunities to observe birds from the canopy, this also gives us more chances to observe wildlife
including the Giant Otter. Back at Salvador Lake, late in the afternoon we will use the catamaran
and with the help of flashlights we can observe the black caimans rise from the depths of the lake
and begin their search for prey. Return to the safari campsite.
DAY 06:
Once again we wake up early, enjoy walking around Salvador Lake and then pack up and slowly go
down stream the interesting Manu River. We continue to Boca Manu’s Village, situated a short
distance from the confluence of the Manu and Alto Madre de Dios rivers. From here we descend
the Madre de Dios River arriving Boca Lodge and spend one more night in this magical Amazon
jungle. Possibility to do a short night walk through the forest to observe American bullfrogs, horned
frogs, tree frogs and an incredible variety of colorful insects.
DAY 07:
Around mid morning or before, we continue up the Alto Madre de Dios River to camp on an
appropriate beach in the Cultural Zone if for some chance we cannot arrive Erika Lodge and enjoy
the sights and sounds of the jungle for one last night.
DAY 08:
Waking up very early, we continue the trip by boat to Atalaya, where the bus will be waiting for us
and drive back up and out of Manu, arriving in Cusco very late this night or the next early morning.
END OF OUR SERVICES.
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IMPORTANT: In order to meet with group and guide, receive last recommendations and answer
questions; briefing one day prior to departure at 7:00pm. At the agency.
Manu National Park is not endemic area about Malaria neither Yellow fever you can bring a good
insect repellent but if you decide to put the yellow fever vaccination for prevention you can do it 10
days before start your trip to the jungle
THINGS YOU SHOULD BRING ALONG ON A TRIP TO MANU
Sleeping bag (Optional)
Towel for the all the trip
Binoculars, Camera.
Warm clothing (in case of a cold front), long sleeve shirts and long pants (cotton)
100% waterproof rain gear (long poncho or rain wear)
Insect repellant (at least 50% Deet), sunscreen lotion
Hiking shoes and sandals
Flashlight, enough batteries (alkaline) and bulbs
Wide brim hat (for sunny days), sun glasses.
Towel for all the tour.
Swimming suit, personal medicines and/or supplies (liquid for contact lenses, for example).
Day pack, and one back pack or duffel bag of luggage per person
One bottle of water for the first day, plastic bags.
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MANU WILDLIFE CENTER
CUSCO LIMA/ PUERTO MALDONADO / MANU
4 DAYS/ 3 NIGHTS – FIXED DEPARTURE MONDAY
This lodge is located east of the Manu River on the north bank of the Madre de Dios River. It is
reached by a 45-minute fligth from Cusco to Puerto Maldonado followed by a car and boat
journey to reach Mwc and offers the Amazon’s finest short,in-depth wildlife safari. The lodge is
famous for its abundant and varied wildlife, with its own Tapir clay lick, a nearby macaw clay lick
project, two nearby oxbow lakes and two tall canopy viewing towers among its impressive
highlights.
ITINERARY

Day 1: Flight from Lima or Cusco to Puerto Maldonado-Colorado -Manu Wildlife Center.
After your arrival by the commercial fligth to the airport in Puerto Maldonado, our service begin
with your reception followed with a transfer service by van to Santa Rosa Village, we will get
there in about two-hours and half journey, you will cross the Inambari river for a 15 minutes
boat trip to Puerto Carlos, here you will start your overland journey to Boca Colorado for 45
minutes by car, followed by four hours and half motorized boat journey ride upstream the
Madre de Dios river in between we plan on a delicious boxed lunch at the beginning of the boat
journey to Manu Wildlife Center.
Later we make our first acquaintance with the rainforest, exploring some of the 30 miles of
forest trails that surround the lodge. We have an excellent chance of encountering some of the
12 species of monkeys, including the Spider Monkey and Emperor Tamarin, which inhabit the
surrounding forest.
After dinner there will be an enchanting night walk along the trails, in search of the nocturnal
birds and animals of the rainforest (Box Lunch, D)
Day 2: Manu Wildlife Center: the Macaw Clay lick project, Canopy Tower & Tapir Clay lick.
Another early start (inevitable on wildlife expeditions), after a delicious breakfast is followed by
a short boat ride downstream. We walk through the forest for some minutes, where we find the
Macaw Lick project. The hide provided with individual chairs and a convenient place for cameras
and binoculars is our ringside seat for what is usually a spectacular show.
In groups of twos and threes the scarlet Macaws come flapping in, landing in the treetops as
they eye the main stage below -- the eroded clay banks of the river and the occasional villain, a

Informes y reservas
Email: experience@andean-tours.com / contacto@andean-tours.com
Telf: 2004320 anexo 11 ó 12
Dirección: Calle Los Antares 320 OF 506 Urb. La Alborada, Surco, Lima-Perú

ITINERARIES – NATURE TRIPS
menacing and unwelcome Great Black Hawk. The drama plays out in first in tentative and then
bolder approaches to the lick, until finally nearly all the macaws form a colorful and noisy
spectacle on the bare banks, squabbling as they scrape clay from the hard surface. After this we
continue walking and exploring on the network of trails surrounding the lodge then we return to
the lodge for lunch.
Later, we continue to explore and discover the rainforest, its lore and plant life, on the network
of trails surrounding the lodge, arriving in the late afternoon at our 34m/112ft. Canopy Tower.
On its platform we witness the frantic rush-hour activity of twilight in the rainforest canopy,
before night closes in. Then we set off along the “collpa trail”, which will take us to the lodge’s
famous Tapir Clay lick.
Here at the most active tapir lick known in all the Amazon, our research has identified from 8-12
individual 600-pound Tapirs who come to this lick to eat clay from under the tree roots around
the edge. This unlikely snack absorbs and neutralizes toxins in the vegetarian diet of the Tapir,
the largest land animal of Latin America. The lick features a roomy, elevated observation
platform 5m/17ft above the forest floor. The platform is equipped with freshly-made-up
mattresses with pillows. Each mattress is covered by a roomy mosquito net. The 10-m-long,
elevated walkway to the platform is covered with sound-absorbing padding to prevent our
footsteps from making noise.
This Tapir Experience is unique and exciting because these normally very shy creatures are
visible up close, and flash photography is not just permitted, but encouraged. The hard part for
modern city dwellers is to remain still and silent anywhere from 30 minutes to two or more
hours. Many prefer to nap until the first Tapir arrives, at which point your guide gently awakens
you to watch the Tapir 10-20m/33-66ft) away below the platform. Most people feel that the
wait is well worth it in order to have such a high probability of observing the rare and elusive
Tapir in its rainforest home. (B/L/D)
Day 3: Manu Wildlife Center: Hike to an Oxbow Lake and the Wildlife Trails.
We set off early for an old oxbow lake full of water lilies (Nuphar lutea) and sunken logs. As we
circle the lake on our catamaran we might encounter the resident Giant Otter family on a fishing
expedition, or troops of monkeys crashing noisily through the trees. Wattled Jacanas step lightly
on the lily pads, dainty Sun Grebes paddle across the water, supple-necked Anhingas air-dry
their wide, black wings, and perhaps an Osprey scans for fish from a high branch.
Among the bushes near the waterline, Hoatzins, which look like rust-colored, punk chickens,
announce their presence with distinctive, bizarre wheezing and grunts. Woodpeckers, tanagers,
macaws, toucans and parakeets all finally come swooping in to trees surrounding the lake.
Many of them roost around the lake for the night.

Informes y reservas
Email: experience@andean-tours.com / contacto@andean-tours.com
Telf: 2004320 anexo 11 ó 12
Dirección: Calle Los Antares 320 OF 506 Urb. La Alborada, Surco, Lima-Perú

ITINERARIES – NATURE TRIPS
After lunch at the lodge our guide is available to lead us on freewheeling expeditions in search
of further wildlife encounters, or we may take one of the lodge’s many trails on private and
personal excursions to commune with the spirits of the rainforest.
This evening, from the late afternoon until after Dinner, we offer an opportunity to search for
caiman and other nocturnal life along the riverbank by boat (If the level of river allows it)
(B/L/D)
Day 4: Manu Wildlife Center to Cusco or Lima – Departure day.
We leave our lodge very early on the two hour and half return boat trip downstream to the
Colorado Village, the breakfast will be serve on the boat while you enjoying early morning
wildlife activity as we go, of course this is a perfect time to take advantage of valuable early
morning wildlife activity along the river, in additions this journey allows us to see several
lowland native settlements and gold miners digging and panning gold along the banks of the
Madre de Dios River. We will stop in the far-west type gold-mining town of Colorado to start our
overland journey to Puerto Carlos for 45 minutes, then you will cross the Inambari River for 15
minutes boat trip to Santa Rosa, finally a van or bus will drive us in approximately two-hours to
the airport in Puerto Maldonado City, here you fly by a commercial airplane to Cusco or Lima,
with this assistance your jungle adventure ends... (B)
Important notes:


Please note that the program may vary slightly so as to maximize your wildlife sightings,
depending on the reports of our researchers and experienced naturalist guides based at the
lodge.
Operates: from April through October
Fixed Departure: Monday
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